
Her-
bert 
during 
his 
1937 
tour of Europe and were 
designed by Andre Walter 
of France.  

In 1948 a special medal of 
Maternity was created by 
artist Andor Meszaros to 
be given to babies born at 
the hospital. A special gold 
version was given to Prin-
cess (now Queen) Eliza-
beth on the birth of Prince 
Charles. In celebration of 
70 years of birthing babies, 
the Museum will give Ma-
ternity medals to all babies 
born on 8 May 2011— 
Mother’s Day! 

The King George V Me-
morial Hospital for Moth-
ers and Babies will turn 
70 on 8 May 2011. This is 
a momentous occasion 
for RPA. KGV, as it is col-
loquially known, is the 
best manifestation of Sir 
Herbert Schlink’s “vision”. 
Sir Herbert was a Gynae-
cological surgeon and 
Chair of the Board of Di-
rectors for 30 years. He 
tirelessly worked to 
transform RPA into what 
he called the “National 
Medical Centre for 
NSW”. KGV was a vital 
component of this plan. 
When it opened in 1941, 
it symbolised a new mod-
el for providing maternity 
care—as part of a large 
general, teaching hospital. 
As such, it was the first of 
its kind in NSW. It was 
built to cater to the grow-
ing number of babies born 
in (what was then) 
“Western Sydney”.  

The building was con-
structed during World 
War II in a frantic 16 
months and was designed 
by famous Australian ar-
chitects Stephenson and 

Turner, who won a Sul-
man Medal for their de-
sign. Other RPA buildings 
designed by Stephenson 
and Turner include 
Gloucester House, the 
Chapel, Page Chest Pavil-
ion (now demolished), 
Queen Mary Nurses’ 
Home and the Boutique 
(McDonald’s). 

During its 61 years as a 
hospital, over 263,000 
babies were born at KGV. 
Because of its vicinity to 
the general hospital and 
the University, KGV 
gained a reputation for 
research and innovative 
treatments, especially in 
the fields of neonatal 
medicine, fertility and gy-
naecological oncology. 

The building is now used 
for several outpatient 
departments and ad-
ministrative offices. 
The Museum is locat-
ed on the 8th floor in 
the former gynaeco-
logical theatres which 
have dome-shaped, 
pressed metal ceilings 
(see back page). They 
were sourced by Sir 

“Washing behind the ears” The statue 

of King George V is cleaned in prepa-

ration for the building’s 70 Anniver-

sary on 8th May 2011 

Happy Birthday King George V 

RPA Heritage News 
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The rear of KGV, 1946, 

now a carpark 
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In March the Museum 
volunteers and staff 
were invited to the 
Harry Daly Museum  
for a private tour. The 
Harry Daly Museum is 
located within the of-
fices of the Australian 
Society of Anaesthe-
tists and their adver-
tising is true: the col-
lection is fascinating 
and didn’t put us to 
sleep at all (LOL!).  

The collection covers 
the history of anes-
thesia from the first 
successful ether 
demonstration in 
1846 to the present.  
The focus of the col-
lection is Australian 
contributions to the 
field and includes over 

4000 objects from the 
earliest (1840s) inhal-
ers to a 1995 ULCO 
anaesthetic machine. 
Of interest to RPA 
are two inventions 
that originated in this 
hospital, namely the 
1917 “Lidwell Ma-
chine” and the 1975 
“Campbell Ventilator 
Prototype”. 

 Mark “Bunny” Lidwell 
began his career at 
RPA in 1913 when he 
was appointed as Tu-
tor in Anaesthetics. 
He later became the 
first Lecturer in An-
aesthetics at the Uni-
versity of Sydney. The 
Lidwell Machine was 
designed to deliver 
ether by the intra-
tracheal route. It was 
widely used in the 
Hospital until WWII.  

The Campbell Ventila-
tor was designed by 
Dr Duncan Campbell 
who worked at RPA 
as an anaesthetist 
from 1969 to 1989. 
The ventilator is fluid-

ic-controlled, a system 
originally developed in 
space research for 
rocket controls. This 
system is preferred 
over electrically or 
pneumatic systems as 
it is unaffected by vi-
bration and shock lev-
els. The ventilator was 
also a hit because it 
has no mechanical 
moving parts and re-
quires little mainte-
nance to keep it 
working for an almost 
unlimited time.  

R P A  H E R I T A G E  N E W S  

The fascinating history of anaesthesia 

The Lidwell 

Machine 

If you want to know more 

about Anaesthetics, why not 

visit the Harry Daly Museum 

in Edgecliff.? They are open 

Monday to Friday from 9-5. 

For details, ring 9327 4022 or 

visit www.asa.org.au 

 

To find out  more about the 

history of Anaesthetics at 

RPA, why not visit our Muse-

um? We have a collection of 

objects and copies of Dr Bar-

ry Baker’s 2005 history of the 

Department.  

The Campbell Ventilator in 

use at RPA, 1977 



Neurosurgery at RPAH in Building 92, 1938-83,  
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In the 1970s the Depart-
ment was reorganized along 
clinical and academic lines.  
In 1971 Richard Gye was 
appointed as the Head of 
the Department of Neuro-
surgery at Oxford in Eng-
land.  Treatment trends 
included cryosurgery for 
ablation of various pituitary 
and brain lesions.  Dr Mor-
son retired from active sur-
gery to consultant status 
and Dr Vanderfield was ap-
pointed head of the depart-
ment in 1973.  Prof Gye 
returned in 1974 as the first 
full time Dean of the Medi-
cal Faculty of the University 
of Sydney and maintained 
clinical practice in neurosur-
gery at Royal Prince Alfred 
Hospital.  The Department 
performed approximately 
650 operations and about 
2,000 neuroradiological 
procedures yearly. 
The modern era of neuro-
surgery began with the in-
troduction of the operating 
microscope and multidisci-
plinary teams were formed 
initially in neuro-otology, 
pioneered by Drs John 
Segelov and Barrie Scrive-
ner (ENT).  Dr Ian Johnston 
(after paediatric Neurosur-
gery experience in Canada 
and research and clinical 
work in Glasgow with Bry-
an Jennett) and Dr Nicholas 
Dorsch (after clinical and 
research work at Queen’s 
Square in London) were 
appointed in the mid 1970s 
after overseas training and 

significant research experi-
ence.  Dr Dorsch became 
particularly interested and 
expert in cerebral aneurysm 
surgery and Dr Johnston 
particularly interested and 
expert in the surgery of 
cerebrospinal fluid circula-
tion abnormalities and cere-
bral arteriovenous malfor-
mations.  Dr John Hallinan, 
another Neuroradiologist, 
was also appointed.  In 1975 
the early adoption of CT 
scanning was undertaken 
with financial support from 
Dr Money.  In the late 
1970s Dr John Ditton 
(anaesthetist) was appoint-
ed and a multidisciplinary 
Pain Clinic was established, 
headed by Dr John Segelov 
with Dr Nick Dorsch and 
Dr Michael Jennings from 
Psychiatry. 

 
The final appointment dur-
ing this time was that of Dr 
Michael Besser in 1979 after 
training in paediatric neuro-
surgery and vascular neuro-
surgery with Dr Charles 
Drake in Canada.  Dr Bes-
ser exhibited great exper-
tise in the surgery of intra-
cranial tumours and aneu-
rysms.  Dr Morson had suf-
fered a heart attack just pri-
or to an operating list in 
mid 1980 and died in RPAH 
shortly afterwards.  By the 
1980s the physical limita-
tions of the department 
were becoming overwhelm-
ing.  More complex and 
longer surgical procedures 
and more sophisticated in-
vestigative technology made 
Building 92 completely  
 

This is part two of Dr Martin McGee-Collett’s history of Neurosurgery, 1970s-83, with thanks to the author 
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John Hallinan  

unsuitable to accommo-
date modern neurosur-
gical services.  Focus 
was placed on eventual 
transfer of neurosurgical 
services to a new and 
large building at RPAH 
initially called “Phase 
1A” and now known as 
E (Edinburgh) Block.   
Over the 12 months to 
September 1983, 707 
operations (507 major) 
were performed in the 
single operating room in 
Building 92.  The final 
operation on 31 August, 
1983, was a percutane-
ous trigeminal radiofre-
quency lesion per-
formed by Dr John 
Segelov.  In September 
1983 the Neurosurgery 
inpatient accommoda-
tion was transferred to 
Level 7 in the new E 
Block and operations 
were carried out in JL 
(John Lowenthal) Thea-
tres also in that building.  
Dr Money died not long 
after this point after a 
long and distinguished 
career.  
In celebration of Build-
ing 92 as the home of 
the first purpose-built 
Neurosurgery Unit in 
NSW and Australia, 
acknowledgement 
should be made and 
tribute paid to the tal-
ented and dedicated 
men and women who 
worked in the Depart-
ment of Neurosurgery 
during that time and in 
particular to Dr Rex 
Angel Money. 

This document forms the basis of a presentation given by Dr 
Martin McGee-Collett on 3 December 2010 in the RPAH Large 
Conference Room in Building 72 at the “Farewell to Building 
92/NE2 (1938 to 2010)” convened by Dr Kristin Kerr and Dr 
Richard White of the RPAH Department of Psychiatry. 

R P A  H E R I T A G E  N E W S  

RPAH Department of Neurosurgery, 1983 

Standing: N Dorsch, I Whittle, J Segelov, S Webb, R 

Gye, M Schroeder, M Besser, I Johnston, T McNama-

ra; Sitting: G Vanderfield, R Money, J Morrison; Inset: 

S Lamond. 

Ian Johnston  

Nicholas Dorsch  

John Ditton  

The author delivering this paper in December 2010, with 

a photo of Dr Rex Money in the background 



Photos from the Building 92 party, Dec 2010 
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The “Neurosurgery Team” from the near past and present:  Standing (L-R): Prof 

Michael Besser, Prof Nicholas Dorsch, Sr Julie Morrison, Dr Martin McGee-Collett, 

Dr Benjamin Jonker, Prof Michael Halmagyi.  

Seated (L-R): Dr Jonathon Leicester, Prof James McLeod, Prof Richard Gye, Sr Helen 

Croll, Dr William Barclay, Mr Thomas McNamara.  

The “Psychiatry Team” past and present: Standing (L-R): Dr Richard White,  Dr Bill 

Barklay, Dr Kristin Kerr 

Seated (L-R): Mrs David Maddison, Professor Beverly Rafiel, Professor Gordon Johnson, 

Professor Issy Pilowski, Professor Marie Bashir, Dr Harris Greenberg 
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The “Golden Probe” is on loan 
man of Irish origin and a 
self-proclaimed Fenian.  
The Prince was quickly 
transported to Govern-
ment House for treat-
ment. As recorded in 
the diary of naval sur-
geon James Young: ‘[the 
Prince] was allowed with 
the aid of restorative to 
remain quiet till Saturday 
morning, the 14th, when I 
assisted by Dr Watson, 
extracted the bullet, which 
was originally conical but 
was then a good deal flat-
tened...and weighed 80 
grains”. This two day 

delay is thought to have 
allowed for a special 
golden probe to be fash-
ioned for use in the pro-
cedure.  

Not Just Ned runs to the 
end of July in Canberra. 
For more information, visit: 
http://www.nma.gov.au/
exhibitions/irish_in_australia/ 

The Museum is pleased  
to participate in an exhi-
bition at the National 
Museum of Australia. 
The exhibition is called 
“Not Just Ned: a true sto-
ry of the Irish in Austral-
ia”. We were asked to 
loan one of the high-
lights of our collec-
tion—the Golden Probe 
which was (supposedly) 
used to locate the bullet 
in Prince Alfred after he 
was shot in 1868. The 
Prince was shot at Clon-
tarf on 12 March 1868 
by Henry O’Farrell, a 

R P A  H E R I T A G E  N E W S  

Some of the current members of the Psychiatry Department. This photo was taken in De-

cember 2010 at the party commemorating the decommissioning of Building 92. Unfortu-

nately, we were unable to get all the names. If you think you can help with identifications, 

email the Museum at Kathryn.hillier@sydney.edu.au 

The Golden Probe 



This lovely dog was recently 
snapped at the entrance to 
RPAH. Perhaps he was wait-
ing for his owner? Our histor-
ically-minded memories were 
immediately reminded of 
another dog who patiently 
waited for his owner in 192X 
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The March 1971 issue of 
RPA featured 15 articles, 
including three on coronary 
medicine, two on haemo-
philia and others about 
nursing education, immun-
isation, high blood pressure 
and audiovisual. Related to 
neurosurgery is an article 
by “an Honorary Doctor” 
called “Looking at road acci-
dents from the inside—the 
hospital”. In the article the 
treatment of one patient, 
Lorraine, who has a broken 
neck is outlined. The au-
thors begins, “Behind the 
scenes...drama, suffering, 
sorrow, and bravery of in-
credible proportions arise 
every day out of accidents 
which never reach the pub-
lic eye’” meaning the work 
of the patient, doctors and 
nurses. 

Here are some excerpts 
from the article: 

“A sudden screech of tyres, 
a crash , and then oblivi-
on...Lorraine woke some 
time later in severe pain, 

with cuts and bruises on 
her face and limbs, a terri-
ble pain in the base of her 
neck, and complete inability 
to move her arms and legs. 
What terrifying thoughts 
must have passed through 
her mind can only be 
guessed at, but medical ex-
amination and X-
rays...revealed that 
[Lorraine] had suffered one 
of the most serious injuries 
which can affect the human 
body—a broken neck. Her 
transfer to RPAH was ar-
ranged, and Lorraine en-
tered the care of the Neu-
rosurgery Department...she 
was treated with the ut-
most delicacy, almost as if 
she were a piece of Dres-
den china for fear that the 
slightest movement might 
displace the bones in her 
neck…[she] was wheeled 
to the Neurosurgery Ward 
and there, under local an-
aesthetic, a special frame 
was bolted to her skull so 
that weights might be at-
tached to it to draw the 

40 years ago in RPA 
neck into proper line and pre-
vent any further displace-
ment…[after the operation] 
nurses turned Lorraine every 
two hours, day and night...In 
the seventh week after the 
accident the head frame was 
removed and the upper part of  
Lorraine’s trunk and head 
were encased in a special plas-
ter jacket...Despite the fact 
that it will be several months 
before Lorraine will be able to 
go home she has retained her 
sense of humour. ..“  

Imagine if doctors had time to 
write such accounts of their 
patients these days. 

A quick chat with the present 
day neuro-physiotherapist re-
veals that the treatment out-
lined here has not changed, 
but it does now takes much 
less time. Lorraine’s seven 
weeks in traction has been 
reduced to a couple of days 
and her months in the plaster 
jacket has been replaced by 
months in a “halo cast” made 
of light-weight plastic that sta-
bilises the head but which the 

patient can 
wear home. 
Because they 
are up and 
about much 
sooner, the 
need for physio 
had decreased.  

Photo from the original 1971 

article. Notice the little bell 

at the patient’s side 



about Psychiatry in the last 
issue of Heritage News 
prompted a member of the 
public to donate her 
“Handbook for Nursing Staff in 
Mental Hospitals”, a former 
nurse gave a nursing manual 

It’s been a busy couple of 
months. RPA Women and 
Babies had a clean out and 
transferred some of the 
things they “saved” when 
they moved from KGV in 
2002. We now have in our 
collection the Sulman Medal 
and a lovely portrait of King 
George V, both of which will 
be hung in the entrance to 
KGV. They also gave us a 
bust of the King which we 
will display on Level 11. 
There were also minutes of 
meetings, case histories, pho-
tographs, silverware and oth-
er memorabilia. It was a won-
derful donation. The article 

from 1977, we received pho-
tos of January 1957 group 
and a book on cookery from 
Elaine Groggin, who studied 
dietetics here in 1944. Food 
Services spent a whole day 
with me and donated menus, 
manuals and other memora-
bilia. Theirs is an interesting 
history that needs to be writ-
ten. We also received a pho-
to of the 1939 Resident Med-
ical Staff and the “Ladies 
Handbook of Home Treat-
ment” from Murray Back of 
ISD. We have put this book 
in our “Obstetrics and Mid-
wifery” display.  

Thank you to all.! 

Phone: 9515 9201 

Email: Kathryn.hillier@email.cs.nsw.gov..au 

Web: http://www.sswahs.nsw.gov.au/RPA/Museum/ 

The Royal Prince Alfred Hospital Museum and Archive is freely 

open to all staff and public on Mondays, Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays from 10 am to 2 pm. Please let patients and 

visitors know.  

 

We are located on Level 8 of the King George V Building  

in the former  

gynaecological theatres.  

 

Recent Acquisitions 

The bust of King George 

V. It will be put on display 

on Level 11 


